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TAQI BAHAR

Mohammad-Taqi Bahar also romanized as Mohammad-Taqt Bahar; 10
December 1886 in Mashhad — 22 April 1951 in Tehran), widely known as
Malek osh-Sho'ara (Persian: sl =illSl) and Malek osh-Sho'ara Bahar (“poet
laureate,” literally: the king of poets), was a renowned lranian poet, scholar,
politician, journalist, historian and Professor of Literature. Although he was a
20th-century poet, his poems are fairly traditional and strongly nationalistic in
character. Bahar was father of prominent lranist, linguist, mythologist and
Persian historian Mehrdad Bahar.

Mohammad-Taqi Bahar was born on 10 December 1886 in the Sarshoor
District of Mashhad, the capital city of the Khorasan Province in the north-east
of Iran. His father was Mohammad Kazem Sabouri, the Poet Laureate of the
shrine in Mashhad who held the honorific title of Malek o0-Sho'ara ("King of
Poets"), while his mother was a devout woman named Hajjiyeh Sakineh
Khanum. Bahar was of Georgian descent on his maternal side. His mother's
forebears were Georgian notables who had been captured by the troops of
Abbas Mirza during the Russo-Iranian Wars and were taken to mainland Iran,
where they eventually converted to Islam. Bahar's paternal great-great-
grandfather was Hajj Mohammad-Bager Kashani, who in turn was the son of
Hajj Abd ol-Qader Kharabaf of Kashan.

Bahar began his primary education when he was three, with his father,
Mohammad Kazem Sabouri, as his tutor. In addition to his private schooling,
Bahar attended one of the traditional schools, Maktab Khaneh, in Mashhad. To
enhance his knowledge of the Persian and Arabic, he further attended the
classes of Adib Nai'shabouri, a traditional poet and literary scholar who
promoted the style of the poets of Khorasan in the early Islamic era, in the
tradition of the so-called bazgasht-e adabi (literary regress). It has been said that
Bahar knew by heart a very good portion of the Koran at a very early age.
According to Bahar himself, at seven he read Shahnameh and fully grasped the
meaning of Ferdowsi's Epic poems.



