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Allama Muhammad Iqgbal

Early Education

Igbal received his early education at Sialkot, and was influenced a good
deal by the well-known Oriental Scholar M. Mir Hassan of revered memory,
who created in his mind a burning taste for Oriental literature. He learned the
Arabic language from his teacher, Syed Mir Hassan, the head of the madrasa
and professor of Arabic at Scotch Mission College in Sialkot, where he
matriculated in 1893. He received an Intermediate level with the Faculty of Arts
diploma in 1895. The same year he enrolled at Government College University,
where he obtained his Bachelor of Arts in philosophy, English literature and
Arabic in 1897, and won the Khan Bahadurddin F.S. Jalaluddin medal as he
performed well in Arabic. In 1899, he received his Master of Arts degree in
Philosophy from the same college and acted for some time as a Professor of
Philosophy in the Government College, Lahore.

Higher education in Europe

Igbal was influenced by the teachings of Sir Thomas Arnold, his
philosophy teacher at Government College Lahore, to pursue higher education
in the West. In 1905, he travelled to England for that purpose. While already
acquainted with Friedrich Nietzsche and Henri Bergson, Igbal would discover
Rumi slightly before his departure to England, and he would teach the Masnavi
to his friend Swami Rama Tirtha, who in return would teach him Sanskrit.[
Igbal qualified for a scholarship from Trinity College, University of Cambridge,
and obtained a Bachelor of Arts in 1906. In the same year he was called to the
bar as a barrister at Lincoln's Inn. In 1907, Igbal moved to Germany to pursue
his doctoral studies, and earned a Doctor of Philosophy degree from the Ludwig
Maximilian University of Munich in 1908. Working under the guidance of
Friedrich Hommel, Igbal's doctoral thesis was entitled The Development of
Metaphysics in Persia.

In 1907, he had a close friendship with the writer Atiya Fyzee in both
Britain and Germany. Atiya would later publish their correspondence. While
Igbal was in Heidelberg in 1907, his German professor Emma Wegenast taught



him about Goethe's Faust, Heine and Nietzsche. He mastered German in three
months. During his study in Europe, Igbal began to write poetry in Persian. He
preferred to write in this language because doing so made it easier to express his
thoughts. He would write continuously in Persian throughout his life.

Igbal had a great interest in Islamic studies, especially Sufi beliefs. In his
poetry, apart from independent ideologies, he also explores concepts of
submission to Allah and following the path of Prophet Muhammad.



