In amphibians there are many devices for the protection of the eggs
during the early stages of development and the youngs. In this way
nature has practised economy in the number of eggs, which varies
in direct proportion to the chances of destruction. Parental care is
the care of the eggs or the youngs until they become able to protect
themselves from the predators.
These devices fail under two heads:
(1) Protection by the parents by means of nests, nurseries, or
shelters and
(2) Direct caring or nursing by parents.
The different modes of protection are given below in the three
important orders of class Amphibia.
1. Protection by Means of Nests, Nurseries and Shelters:
A number of different species of frogs and toads construct nests or
shelters of leaves or other materials in which the eggs are deposited
and the youngs are developed.
A. In Enclosures in the Water (Mud Nests):
A large tree frog (Hyla faber) known in Brazil as the “Ferreiro”. It
protects its progeny by building a basin-shaped nest or nursery in
shallow water on the border of the pond. The female scoops mud to
a depth of 7.5 or 10 cm and with the mud, thus, removed a circular
wall is built around the nest, which emerges above the surface of the
water.
The inside wall is smoothened by the flattened webbed hands and
the bottom is also levelled by belly and hands. The eggs and early
larvae are, thus, protected from predators (insects and fishes, etc.)
until they are able to defend themselves. Heavy rains later on
destroy the wall and larvae go to the water.
B. In Holes Near Water (Foam Nests):
A still better mode of protecting the offspring during the early
stages of development has been adopted by a Japanese tree frog
Rhacophonis schlegelii. The male and female in embrace bury
themselves in the damp earth on the edge of ditch or flooded rice

field, and make a hole or chamber, a few centimetres above water
level. The walls of this chamber are polished and during this process
the gallery by which they enter into that chamber gets obliterated
and then oviposition begins.

